
James "Jimmy" Walker, born September 11, 1922 in Mumford, Texas, passed away on September 19, 1994, but not before positively affecting an untold number of relatives, friends, associates, and acquaintances.  Among those most intimately and affectionately touched by Jimmy's presence were his wife, Fay Anderson Walker; children: Marilyn Walker Mitchell and James Walker, Jr. (deceased); and grandchildren: James Shiron Walker, Sabrina Monique Walker, Kim Mitchell, Yvette Mitchell, Brittany Mitchell, and Breann Mitchell.

James "Jimmy" Walker was a World War II, U. S. Army-Air Force veteran and Licensed Public Accountant (LPA)  -- equivalent of a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).  At that time Black practitioners could not give nor receive recommendations to take the CPA examination.  Jimmy practiced accounting for more than 45 years as a partner in the firm of George P. Allen and Associates, the first Black accounting firm in the state.  Some notable and precedent-setting accomplishments attributed to Jimmy Walker and his partner, George L. Allen, were:

· Designated by the Texas State Board of Insurance to organize all of the burial associations managed by Black Funeral Home owners throughout Texas to bring them into compliance with state insurance requirements.

· Designated by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to conduct the cost analysis, which formed the basis for loan approvals for low rent apartment complexes, developed by churches though out the state of Texas.

· Selected by Prince Hall Knights of Pythias to conduct the cost analysis for the low rent apartment complexes developed by that organization throughout the state of Texas.

· Established Great Liberty Life Insurance Company, the only Dallas-based, Black-owned Life Insurance Company in the city at the time of its inception.

James "Jimmy" Walker's accomplishments also include:

· Founded the first Black theater ever completely sponsored, directed, and staffed by blacks in the Dallas Metroplex.  It was named Theater in the Round because the plays were presented on a stage that was surrounded by the audience.   Margo Jones, because of her experience and contacts, assisted in securing the Theater Center, located at Fair Park, for the showings.   The Theater in the Round was in existence for approximately five years, from the fall of 1955 through 1960. It staged such plays as "Of Mice and Men", "Walls Rise Up", and "The Invisible Mr. Lamb".  All of the theater's cast members, sponsors, paid and volunteer employees, and concessionaires were Black.

· Tutored Lincoln High School students in mathematics three days a week after school at the request of the school's principal and Parent Teacher Association (PTA).

· Taught Black youth to swim at the YMCA, as he was the only Black person in Dallas with Red Cross Instructor Certification.

· Participated on the administration, teaching, and counseling staffs of the Southwest School of Business Administration, the first Black-owned Business School in Dallas.

James "Jimmy" Walker was truly a HERO. The Dallas Metroplex is a better place because Jimmy was a part of the community.
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